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TALKING POINTS 
FOR USE BY PROF. NJUGUNA NDUNG’U 

CABINET SECRETARY FOR NATIONAL SECRETARY AND PLANNING 

DURING THE ORGANIZATION FOR AFRICAN, CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC STATES (OACPS) TROIKA MEETING HELD ON THE MARGINS OF THE 78TH SESSION OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
20TH SEPTEMBER, 2023, NEW YORK
YOUR EXCELLENCY João Manuel Gonçalves LOURENÇO, President of the Republic of Angola;
YOUR EXCELLENCY Chandrikapersa SANTOKHI, President of the Republic of Suriname;
Your Excellency Dr. Georges Rebelo Pinto CHIKOTI, Secretary- General of the Organization of African, Caribbean and Pacific States;
Excellencies;
1. I am deeply honoured to have this opportunity, on behalf of the President of the Republic of Kenya, HE. Dr. William Ruto and the Cabinet Secretary, National Treasury and Economic Planning whose schedule could not allow them to be with us here today to discuss issues of mutual interests for the OACPS.
And I quote
ECONOMIC ISSUES

2. I note that the EU has published three (3) new legislations– the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), the Regulation on Deforestation-Free Products (RDFP), and the Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence (CSDD) – under the European Green Deal. However, I note with concern that the legislations are likely to result in increased compliance costs, loss of competitiveness, erosion of existing preferential edge, and general economic and trade deterioration for exporting developing countries. 
3. The Kenyan Government therefore urges the OACPS fraternity to continue engaging the EU to accord more time for local sensitization, compliance setting up necessary infrastructure and provide capacity building support.
 CLIMATE CHANGE

4. Climate change poses existential threat and major challenges to the economic growth and social development of the OACPS. Current global commitments in tackling climate change remains inadequate to significantly cut emissions and drive green growth.
5. In this regard, the establishment of the Loss and Damage Facility Fund is critical. We therefore urge for collaboration with the United Nations in ensuring speedy implementation to enable Member States access the Funds.
GEOPOLITICAL CHALLENGES AND INSTITUTIONAL REFORMS

6. Additionally, the world is experiencing a new cycle of geopolitical and geo-economic realities with implications for the OACPS. The OACPS in its present form may not effectively cope with the emerging challenges. In this context I note with appreciation the reforms the Secretary-General is undertaking to make OACPS fit-for-purpose.
7. I would urge the Group to continue upholding solidarity and speaking with one voice during this session of the UN General Assembly and beyond.
8. I further note with appreciation that consensus has been reached with the EU to expeditiously conclude signing of the Post-Cotonou Partnership Agreement in November, 2023 at Apia, Samoa. However, there is need to re-evaluate the political commitment with the EU to ensure a more productive relationship. 
9. Further, I regret the EU decision to apply unilateral and punitive measures, including sanctions and blacklisting of some OACPS countries with Strategic Deficiencies in Anti-Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT) regimes. These unilateral measures are against the spirit of the Post-Cotonou Partnership Agreement which aims to enhance strategic dialogue and enhanced partnership.
DIASPORA ENGAGEMENT

10. On Diaspora Engagement, I note that the OACPS Diaspora forms an integral part of the Group’s economies and social fabric. We therefore welcome the creation of the OACPS Trade Platform for Engagement with the global diaspora initiatives as well as at the Nation-State level. I express appreciation to the Secretary-General for establishing a strategy and mechanism for OACPS global diaspora engagement. 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES AND THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
11. It is worth recalling that the 10th Summit of Heads of States & Government reaffirmed the need to invest in and leverage on emerging technologies as a critical tool in the fourth industrial revolution towards a knowledge-based economy. I reiterate the need for a mutually agreed criteria for categorizing middle income countries to allow them access concessional loans, grants and other forms of financing proportionate to their needs.
CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND EXCHANGE

12. The Kenyan Government hails the Post-Cotonou Agreement for recognizing the role of creative industries and cultural heritage in maintaining social cohesion, a source of creativity and innovation and a driver of economic development. However, there is need to respect the cultural diversity amongst the OACPS, rejecting any attempts to impose foreign values and ensuring protection of the rich cultures of Member States. I look forward to continue working closely with the TROIKA and the OACPS family in pursuit of mutual interests and development aspirations. 
I THANK YOU!


