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Trusteeship Council Chamber

My fellow Co-Moderator, 

 Excellencies, 

1. I am pleased to join you on this important dialogue on applying Science, Technology and Innovations (STI) as a game changer for transformative actions on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
2. Despite the world’s commitment to implement SDGs by 2030, the large global gaps are unlikely to be addressed by a business-as-usual approach in the remaining seven years.

3. There is great potential as well as urgency to leverage STI to achieve SDGs.
4. The world is entering a new period characterized by faster dynamic development and convergence of emerging technologies in the physical, digital and biological spheres. These emerging technologies offer tremendous opportunities and risks as well.
5. Countries need to take advantage of technologies that already exist as well as make effective use of emerging technologies and to mitigate the risks that they present.

6. Some of the challenges include: limited capacities, focus and inadequate financial resource as well as high cost of STI; low adaptation, stringent Intellectual Property Rights, and lack of incentives and awareness. These challenges impede exploitation of STI especially in the developing countries.
7.  Consequently, there is need for the global community to mitigate the challenges and the risks facing STI in order to accelerate the achievement of the SDGs.  
8. We must place science, technology and innovation at the centre of planning, budgeting and financing. Implementation of effective national production systems depends on this.

9. In addition, it is important to upscale partnerships for research and development, increase volume of financing available for STI projects to attract more private financing. 
10. There is need to support and increase open data systems for scientific and technical publications and develop communities of practice for sharing approaches and experiences. Creating demand for new STI solutions for SDGs which are handicapped for low demand for STI will be essential.  
11. As I conclude, it is important that the promotion for STI for SDGs should be aligned with national development agenda and STI policies for achieving sustainable and inclusive development. 

       I thank you.
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