CLOSING REMARKS BY MR JAMES MUHATI, CBS, PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, THE STATE DEPARTMENT FOR ECONOMIC PLANNING, DURING THE KIPPRA MENTORSHIP PROGRAMME FOR UNIVERSITIES AND TVETs HELD AT SIGALAGALA NATIONAL POLYTECHNIC ON 6TH -7TH MARCH 2024.
Hon. FCPA Fernandes Barasa, OGW, Governor, Kakamega County

Prof. Benson Ateng’, MBS, Chair of Board of Directors, KIPPRA, 

Dr Rose Ngugi, OGW, Executive Director, KIPPRA,
Mr Evans Bosire, Chief Principal, Sigalagala National Polytechnic,
National Government Officials present,
County Government officials represented,
Our esteemed partners,

Faculty members,

Students,
Invited Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
1. It is with great honour and excitement that I stand before you today to address the power, potential and promise of our generation. As young people, you hold the keys to the future of our country and it is your collective responsibility to harness your energy in defining the future of our development path. 
2. I am honoured to join you today for the closing ceremony of KIPPRA Mentorship Programme for Universities and TVETs, here, at the Sigalagala National Polytechnic. I appreciate that this is an exceptional initiative by the Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA) that has in the last two days, presented a good platform for the youth and the community here to engage with stakeholders and mentors in the public policy -making space.

3. I applaud KIPPRA for this noble mentorship initiative as it empowers the youth through developing their talent, creativity, and innovation for wealth creation. This initiative contributes to nurturing value-driven, morally upright, ethical generation of patriotic youth for transformative leadership. Further, it enables the youth to effectively participate in their civic duties and ensure their representation. 
Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me start by focusing on government interventions for the youth.
4. First, the theme of this event “Kenya’s Transformation Agenda since Independence and Future Projection” is very timely and in tune with the Government’s Bottom-Up Economic Transformation Agenda (BETA). It promotes inclusivity which is the cornerstone of the transformation agenda.
5. The government is cognisant of the fact that the youth population form a significant proportion of the total population in Kenya. It also commits to harness the potential of youth population for optimal contribution to inclusive economic development. In doing so, the government is implementing various interventions.
6. One such intervention is the implementation of the Digital Access and Creative Economy project which leverages on Information, Communication and Technology (ICT). The project aims to increase employment opportunities for youth through the establishment of 1,450 training/Innovation Hubs. 
7. It also aims to train 100,000 Youths annually through Ajira Youth Empowerment Centres and 400 ICT graduates on high-end skills annually through the Presidential Digital Talent Training Programme. 
8. In addition, the programme is aimed at equipping 400 TVETs with Creative Economy facilities which involves setting up 23,000 Virtual Desktop Infrastructure and establishing 18 additional studio Mashinani in counties.

9. Similarly, the government is implementing the Talanta Hela.  This is a program that combines talent development with financial empowerment. The objective of this program is to nurture and promote artistic and entrepreneurial talents while at the same time providing financial resources and opportunities for individuals to pursue their passions and create sustainable livelihoods. 
10. You are also aware of the Internship program implemented by the Public Service Commission. This is an opportunity that exposes the youth to the world of work. The opportunities are open to graduates from both TIVETs and Universities. I urge all of you to look out for the advertisement and apply after you graduate from your institution.
11. Importantly, is the Youth Enterprise Development Fund and the Husler Fund that many youth have benefited from. As you acquire relevant skills from your training take the opportunity to translate your skills to value. As a youth, you have all that it takes to access the funds. As you borrow the funds, remember to invest wisely. 
12. All these initiatives are aligned with the Constitutional requirements that calls for measures to be taken, including implementation of affirmative action programmes, to ensure that the youth have access to relevant education and training; and productive engagement including employment and entrepreneurship.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we focus on the future, the role of youth in the policy making process must be continuously strengthened. 
13. Youth are a key stakeholder in the public policy process. They have development needs, and the government has a responsibility to offer public service that improves their livelihood. Therefore, in designing public policies, and especially in line with the national youth policy, the involvement of the young people becomes critical for ownership and legitimacy amongst youth.

14. To ensure active and equal participation of the youth in the policy process, it is therefore necessary to foster a better understanding of the community and national development issues. As such, this forum profoundly  provided a great opportunity for engaging the youth on public policy.
15. The policymakers also need to ‘get it right’ with the development priorities of the youth. As such, having platforms such as this to discuss policy issues gives an opportunity to listen to the young people and share the government agenda and initiatives  on the youth. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The State Department for Economic Planning plays a critical role in the development process by coordinating the preparation of development plans. 

16. It has successfully coordinated the preparation of the Fourth Medium Term Plan (MTP IV) 2023-2027. The MTP IV themed, “Bottom-Up Economic Transformation Agenda for Inclusive Growth”, contains interventions geared towards economic turn-around. The inclusive growth will be achieved through a value chain approach that targets sectors with the highest impact to drive our economic recovery. We have already secured cabinet approval and the MTP IV will be launched soon.

17. Further, in line with our mandate of spearheading national and sectoral development planning, the State Department for Planning issued guidelines to counties for the Preparation of the Third-Generation County Integrated Development Plans, 2023 – 2027. 
18. By so doing the State Department provided the requisite norms and standards for the preparation of CIDPs to ensure uniformity across all counties. The Guidelines are  expected to strengthen the mechanisms for linking county policies, planning and budgeting processes. 
19. As a youth, take advantage to familiarize yourselves with what is happening in your county and contribute to the implementation of the development plan.
20. Further, as you are all aware, the end of the Kenya Vision 2030 is fast approaching. In this regard, one of the key BETA commitments is to develop a framework for the post - 2030 Long-term Development Plan. The framework is expected to be ready by the end of FY2024/2025. 

21. I hope that the youth represented here and elsewhere can contribute to the next long-term development blueprint. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Climate change is a reality, and His Excellency the President of the Republic of Kenya is at the forefront in ensuring we preserve the environment for the future generation.
22. The government has pronounced its commitment to achieve 30% national tree cover by 2032. The focus is to enhance climate-reliant national economic growth and development goals. By 2032, this programme will grow 15.9 billion trees covering an estimated area of 10.6 million hectares. With a focus on community engagement, and collaboration with stakeholders like you and I, the campaign aims to significantly increase tree growing across the country.
23. Indeed, “Trees are poems that the earth writes upon the sky”. They make up the forests and rangelands that offer tremendous opportunities to heal the earth, return our development agenda to a sustainable trajectory, and save ourselves from the consequences of harsh climatic conditions. 
24. Trees are not just resources, they are life-sustaining entities that contribute to the balance of our ecosystem. However, our insatiable greed for money has led us to overlook the true value of this natural resource. The wise words of Mahatma Gandhi, “Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s needs, but not every greed” is a challenge I want each one of us to take up.
25. Our own Kakamega Forest, this beautiful forest, is home to a rich variety of mammals. Some of the birds to be seen here include the Blue Headed Bee Eater, Black Billed Turaco, Turner’s Eremomela and Grey Parrots. Bird watching, hiking and rock climbing can be enjoyed here in the serenity of the forest that time forgot.  
26. The forest is also an important source of food, cattle fodder, fuelwood, building materials, and medicine for surrounding communities. Unfortunately, as we speak, Kakamega forest, is highly fragmented and degraded due to overdependence by our own people. 
27. In order to preserve this important forests the community living around have a role to play. Let us plant and grow trees in order to preserve our forest and our motherland Kenya.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

28. As I conclude, let me reiterate the need for continued collaboration between the Government, and all stakeholders in the youth mentorship programmes, to enhance the contribution of the youth in the public policy and decision-making process.

29. Finally, I take this opportunity to applaud KIPPRA for this initiative and progress in conducting this mentorship programme that engages the youth in learning the art of developing public policy. May I also thank Sigalagala National Polytechnic for successfully hosting the workshop and for their hospitality. 
30. With those remarks, it is now my pleasure and privilege to declare the Sigalagala National Polytechnic KIPPRA Mentorship Programme for Universities and TVETs officially closed.
God bless You
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